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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in response to the papers filed 16 October 2003. Claims 1-28 are 
presented for further consideration. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The Information Disclosure Statements submitted on 4 March 2003, 22 March 2004 and 
1 1 July 2008 have been considered by the Examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 26-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 26 refers to a software agent. The claim is directed to software per se, as the 
specification provides intrinsic evidence that the aforementioned software agent (i.e. 
client agent) can be implemented solely as program modules (specification, page 13). 
Therefore, claim 26 and subsequent claim 27 are considered non-statutory under 35 
USC §101. 
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Claim 28 refers to a computer program. The claim is directed to the program itself, and 
not an article of manufacture that is structurally and functionally interconnected with the 
program in a manner which enables the program to act as a computer component and 
realize functionality. Therefore, it is considered non-statutory under 35 USC §101 . 

In order to expedite prosecution, prior art rejections are applied to claims 26-28 as set 
forth below in the Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Smith et al. (US Patent 6,611,686) as applied to claims above in view of Twining 
(US Patent 6,222,449), hereinafter referred to as Smith and Twining as set forth 
below in the Office action. 

In reference to claims 1,18 and 28 Smith discloses a tracking control and logistics 
system [claim 1], method [claim 18] (Figure 4) and computer program (i.e. server 
program; column 13, lines 27-30) [claim 28] employing remotely located sensors via a 
network (abstract). Smith further discloses: 
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• A distributed processing system having sensor based data collection (Figure 3), 

comprising: 

• a server system coupled to a network (i.e. server; Figure 3-item 104), wherein 

the network is configurable for of coupling to distributed devices (i.e. monitoring 
devices; Figure 3-items 10) for processing workloads for the distributed 
processing system (column 12, lines 44-55); 

• one or more remote distributed devices (RDDs), (i.e.) selected from within the 

distributed devices and accessible to the server system in response to an 
incentive provided by the server system (column 13, lines 12-27) each of the 
RDDs having an input/output (I/O) port for coupling at least one sensor 
generating data corresponding to the RDDs (i.e. input ports of monitoring device 
connected to sensors; column 6, lines 60-column 7, line 4; column 10, lines 20- 
28), wherein the data includes sensor identification (ID) data identifying the 
sensor's corresponding type (i.e. monitoring device identification number; 
column 13, lines 35-38); 

• a software agent (i.e. software for monitoring device; column 8, lines 48-52) 
operating within each of the RDDs for sending location data (L-data) 
corresponding to a location of the RDD (i.e. location data of monitoring device; 
column 9, lines 61-65), the data, and corresponding sensor ID data to the server 
system in response to a received read sensor request (i.e. monitoring devices 
sends information in response to command/request; column 13, lines 35-40); 
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• a sensor database (Figure 3-item 106; column 12, lines 44-55) coupled to the 

server system for storing L-data, E-data and corresponding sensor ID data (i.e. 
updated monitoring device information stored at database; column 13, lines 40- 
42); and 

• a software program executable by the server system (i.e. server program; 

column 13, lines 27-30) for configuring one or more sensor based data 
collection systems in response to user requests using the L-data and 
corresponding sensor ID data in the sensor database (column 13, lines 30-45). 
Smith fails to expressly disclose that the sensors include at least one environmental 
sensor to generate environmental data. Nonetheless, this was a well-known feature in 
the art at the time of the invention as further evidenced by Twining. Therefore, it would 
have been an obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to accordingly modify the 
system of Smith. 

In an analogous art, Twining discloses a system for remotely detecting 
environmental conditions (abstract). Twining discloses a remote unit with environmental 
sensors for generating environmental data (column 1, lines 64-column 2, line 11). One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been so motivated to accordingly modify the 
system of Smith so as to accurately measure and record relevant information regarding 
atmospheric conditions (i.e. temperature, pressure) at a specified location (Twining; 
column 1, lines 49-60). 
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In reference to claim 25, Smith discloses a tracking control and logistics server in 
communication with remotely located sensors via a network (abstract). Smith further 
discloses: 

• A server system (i.e. server; Figure 3-item 104) coupled to a network, wherein 
the network is configurable for of coupling to one or more remote distributed 
devices (RDDs) (i.e. monitoring devices; Figure 3-items 10), each of the RDDs 
having at least one input/output (I/O) port for coupling a location sensor (L- 
sensor) (i.e. input ports of monitoring device connected to sensors; column 6, 
lines 60-column 7, line 4; column 10, lines 20-28) for generating location data (L- 
data) corresponding to a location of the RDD (i.e. location data of monitoring 
device; column 9, lines 61-65), wherein the data includes sensor ID data 
identifying the sensor's corresponding type comprising (i.e. monitoring device 
identification number; column 13, lines 35-38): 

• a sensor database (Figure 3-item 106; column 12, lines 44-55) coupled to the 
server system for storing L-data, E-data and corresponding sensor ID data(i.e. 
updated monitoring device information stored at database; column 13, lines 40- 
42); and 

• a software program executable by the server system (i.e. server program; 
column 13, lines 27-30) for configuring one or more sensor based data collection 
systems in response to user requests using the L-data and corresponding sensor 
ID data in the sensor database (column 13, lines 30-45). 
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Smith fails to expressly disclose that the sensors include at least one environmental 
sensor to generate environmental data. Nonetheless, this was a well-known feature in 
the art at the time of the invention as further evidenced by Twining. Therefore, it would 
have been an obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to accordingly modify the 
system of Smith. 

In an analogous art, Twining discloses a system for remotely detecting 
environmental conditions (abstract). Twining discloses a remote unit with environmental 
sensors for generating environmental data (column 1, lines 64-column 2, line 11). One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been so motivated to accordingly modify the 
system of Smith so as to accurately measure and record relevant information regarding 
atmospheric conditions (i.e. temperature, pressure) at a specified location (Twining; 
column 1, lines 49-60). 

In reference to claim 26, Smith discloses a remotely located device with sensors 
connected via a network (abstract). Smith further discloses: 

• A software agent (i.e. software for monitoring device; column 8, lines 48-52) 
executable within a remote distributed device (RDD) (monitoring devices; 
Figure 3-items 10) coupled to a server system (Figure 3-item 104) through a 
network comprising a program of instructions for implementing the steps of: 

• receiving a read sensor command from the server system; reading location 
data (L-data) corresponding to a location of the RDD in response to the read 
sensor command (i.e. location data of monitoring device; column 9, lines 61-65); 



Application/Control Number: 10/687,210 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2453 

wherein the data includes sensor identification (ID) data identifying the sensor's 
corresponding type (i.e. monitoring device identification number; column 13, 
lines 35-38); and sending corresponding sensor ID data and L-data to the 
server system (i.e. monitoring devices sends information in response to 
command/request; column 13, lines 35-40). 
Smith fails to expressly disclose that the sensors include at least one environmental 
sensor to generate environmental data. Nonetheless, this was a well-known feature in 
the art at the time of the invention as further evidenced by Twining. Therefore, it would 
have been an obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to accordingly modify the 
system of Smith. 

In an analogous art, Twining discloses a system for remotely detecting 
environmental conditions (abstract). Twining discloses a remote unit with environmental 
sensors for generating environmental data (column 1, lines 64-column 2, line 11). One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been so motivated to accordingly modify the 
system of Smith so as to accurately measure and record relevant information regarding 
atmospheric conditions (i.e. temperature, pressure) at a specified location (Twining; 
column 1, lines 49-60). 

In reference to claims 2 and 19, Smith discloses wherein L-data and E-data are 
communicated to a customer system subscribing to a sensor based data service hosted 
by the server system (column 13, lines 43-48). 
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In reference to claims 3 and 20, Twining discloses wherein a time the read sensor 
request is sent and a time corresponding E-data, L-data and sensor ID data are 
received in the server system are stored by the server system (column 2, lines 23-30). 

In reference to claim 4, Smith discloses the distributed processing system of claim 1, 
wherein selected ones of the RDDs are wireless RDDs capable of mobile 
communication with the server system (i.e. wireless communication; column 5, lines 50- 
55; column 12, lines 27-30). 

In reference to claim 5, Smith discloses the distributed processing system of claim 4, 
wherein a wireless RDD receives a request to move to a selected location to provide 
particular data collection for the server system (column 13, lines 17-22). 

In reference to claim 6, Smith discloses the distributed processing system of claim 5, 
wherein the request to move the wireless RDD is in response to an emergency 
condition within or near the selected location (column 12, lines 56-67). 

In reference to claim 7, Smith discloses the distributed processing system of claim 1, 
wherein an E-sensor and a location sensor (L-sensor) generating L data for an RDD are 
wireless sensors physically coupled and mobile and having a wireless connection to the 
RDD (column 10, lines 20-36; column 12, lines 27-30). 
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In reference to claim 8, Smith discloses the distributed processing system of claim 2, 
wherein the customer system subscribing to the sensor based data service hos17-ted 
by the server system may directly request E-data from selected RDDs using L-data and 
corresponding sensor ID data in the sensor database (column 13, lines 17-27). 

In reference to claim 9, Smith discloses the distributed processing system of claim 1 
further comprising a distributed device performance capabilities database coupled to the 
server system, wherein L-data and E-data of RDDs are stored with performance 
capabilities data for the RDDs (column 12, lines 44-55). 

In reference to claims 10 and 21 , Smith discloses wherein the L-data is generated by an 
L-sensor coupled to each of the RDDs (column 9, lines 60-65). 

In reference to claims 1 1 and 22, Smith discloses wherein the L-sensor is a global 
positioning system (GPS) sensor (column 9, lines 60-65). 

In reference to claims 12 and 23, Smith discloses wherein L-data is determined from a 
mailing address of a facility housing a corresponding RDD (column 9, line 60-column 
10, line 5). 

In reference to claims 13 and 24, Smith discloses wherein L-data is determined from a 
network address of a corresponding RDD (column 9, line 60-column 10, line 5). 



Application/Control Number: 10/687,210 
Art Unit: 2453 



Page 1 1 



In reference to claim 14, Smith discloses wherein a first sensor based data collection 
system within the one or more sensor based data collection systems is dynamically 
reconfigured in response to a user analyzing previously received L-data and E-data for 
the first sensor based data collection system (column 10, lines 20-36). 

In reference to claim 15, Smith discloses the distributed processing system of claim 1, 
wherein a user sends a sensor request to a particular RDD to add a first E-sensor in 
response to analyzing previously received L-data and E-data for a first sensor based 
data collection system within the one or more sensor based data collection systems 
(column 9, line 60-column 10, line 5). 

In reference to claim 16, Twining discloses the distributed processing system of claim 
1 , wherein the E-sensor is selected from a class of sensors for quantifying any 
parameter that may be related to people, property or physical conditions in an area in 
proximity to and including an RDD (column 1 , line 64-column 2, line 1 1 ). 

In reference to claim 17, Smith discloses the distributed processing system of claim 1 , 
wherein the E-sensor is selected from a set of sensors consisting of biometrics 
detection sensors, early warning network sensors, network intrusion sensors, radio 
frequency (RD) identification transmitters and receivers, and system security sensors 
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used to allow access to other services supplied by the RDD or to monitor general 
activity at the RDD (column 7, lines 1-13). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LASHANYA R. NASH whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3957. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 ) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Application/Control Number: 10/687,210 
Art Unit: 2453 



Page 13 



/LaShanya R Nash/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2453 
October 8, 2008 

/ARIO ETIENNE/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2457 



